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BlewM* Tears. 

I've welcomed tMis e'er since the daj 

I aw that bte and ore, 
God 1 ! own dear twnd will wipe awar 

The tears from er'rj eye. 
And I have learned to welcome grief, 

For grief doth bring me grace ; 
I would not know tin Lord 'a relief 

Had woe with me no plate. 
God's compensation la bo sweet, 

Mo mora I stirW.k from pain ; 
With fortitude each loss I meet, 

Since be gives richer gain. 
As golden stars shine out at night, 

That are not aeen by day, 
Bis prom lies shed brightest light 

When sorrow clouds mv way. 

Robt. M. OrroKD. 


ASHLAND, OHIO, MAT 25,1887 



Convention Suggestions. 
Binee the general attention of 
the Brotherhood is being absorb- 
ed by the National Convention 
which meets at Milford, Ind., 
the 21st, of next September, per- 
il ana a lew suggestions of a more 
practical nature than have jet 
been offered, will not be out of 

/ place. 

At the Dayton Convention, a 
committee on publication, one 
on education, if I correctly re- 
member, one on church charter, 
and a committee of Elde/a to vis- 
it and assist churches, was ap- 
pointed. All ot these com- 
mittees will be called upon for a 
report of the nature and extent 
of their work at the Milford as- 
sembly. Have any of these com- 
mittees formulated their report*? 
If not, where and when could 
they better meet tor the purpose 
than at Milford one or two days 

\ before the opening of the Con veu 
tion ? Many of the members of 
these committees will be required 
for other work when the Conven- 
tion ib once in session, and will 
have no time to meet with their 
associates of the committee to 
prepare their reports ; and it only 
a part of each committee holds a 
session, while the convention is 
in progress, their report will nec- 
essarily be bat partial and bung- 
ling. Besides, the report of said 
committees, will be the first work 
of the Convention, after its or- 
ganization for business, and uu 
less these reports have previous- 
ly been framed, the work of the 
Convention will be disarranged 
or retarded. 

Then, too, the members ot the 
various committees have evident- 
ly given the line ot church work 
their respective committee cov- 
ers, more attention than others, 
and have more matured convic- 
tions as to the most successful 
methods by which its interests 
can be enhanced. Let these 
committees arrange to meet at 

f Milford sufficient time before the 
assembly meet* to formulate 
their report* and frame eucb 
suggestions a* they may deem 
prudent to present to the Con- 
vention, as aid* to plans tor fa- 
tore and more successful church 
work. I think it very important 
that it be urged upon the com- 
mittees to meet previously to 
the Convention, formulate their 
reports and mature plans for fu- 
ture operations in the grand in- 
to rest* of the brotherhood, over 
which they have been called to 
preside. Of course their official 
* position ceases when once their 
report has been accepted by the 
Convention, bst they may ma- 
ture plan* as the result of their 


investigations and observations, 
a* will materially aid the Con- 
vention in its work and future 
committees of the same class. 
The one burning need of the 
church is some evangelistic or 
practically operative missionary 
plan. It appears. to me that a 
general missionary organization 
is the moat feaaable at present. 
If, say one, two or three, gener- 
al evangelists were employed 
whose entire time should be 
given to the revival field, and a 
general fund be raised by the 
brotherhood out ot which they 
should be paid, more euciesafnl 
revival work would result dar- 
ing the next year than in any 
two year* of the past. It would 
be wisest perhaps to organize a* 
Bro. Mason suggests, stste or 
district societies, but the scatter- 
ed condition of our Brotherhood 
and the lack of interest generally 
taken iu smaller organizations 
would, in most states, render 
them inoperative. We have 
three or tour men specially 
adapted to evangelistic work, 
who ought to be kept in the 
field continually. Not one of 
them should be allowed to accept 
a pastorate and settle down to 
pastorate work. There is not a 
eingle state that would support 
a missionary society of sufficient 
strength to employ one ot these 
men tor a year. This may be an 
exMggeration, bat I fear not. Be- 
sides, if in our present condition 
we organize a general society to 
be supported by contributions 
from the general church associa 
tionf and organize within this, 
state or district societies, it is to 
be feared that the larger organ- 
ization will detract from the 
smaller, or vice versa, or each 
may only receive partial atten- 
tion and all prove failures. 
Whatever oar idea* and wishes, 
suppose we agree, lor the preeeut 
to only organize a National mis- 
sion society, appoint one or two 
special solicitors in each local 
church with a national treasurer, 
and Board, and appoint three 
general evangelists, two at least) 
and try that for one year. Be- 
sides the pay oat of the general 
fund, an evangelist will nearly 
secure his traveling expenses in 
localities where he is sent or call- 
ed to labor. Then suppose we 
publish pamphlets setting forth 
oar distinctive faith, one on bap- 
tism, one of leet washing, one 
on the Lord 1 * Supper and com- 
munion, one on our general 
church plea, and one clearly 
setting forth oar doctrinal dif- 
ferences from the German Bap- 
tist church, each of which can 
be sold by the evangelists at Sets 
and the net proceeds be placed 
in the general mission fund. In 
this way we could do a vast 
work in the next three or four 
years. If we are going to save 
soul*, suppose we drop every 
minor question and go at the 
work in dead sober earnest. We 
can do it if we will, and there is 
not the shadow of a reason why 
we should not. 

I bad intended saying some- 
thing of the further work ot the 
Convention, but space forbids. 
Now I make the following prop- 


NTJMBER 21. 


work started, I will take a col- 
lection at each of my regular 
preaching point* the first Sunday 
in September, and it the weather 
forbids a meeting on that day, 
will take it the second Sunday in 
September, and bring the pro- 
ceeds along to the Convention a* 
a starting fund to a general mis- 
sion society, and I will place in 
this fund 15 oat of my private 
purse to Bwell the amount. Will 
Brown, Mason, Cober, Hohuugsr, 
the Kidenours, Spanogle, Gnagey, 
Livengood, Wampler, Knepper, 
the Bowmans, Hixson, the Beers, 
Boss, Yoder, Keim, Eiehl, Miller, 
Swihart, Garber, Gordon, Sam 
men, Ditoh, Hendricks, Kittgers, 
Stump, Wilt, Smouse, Ramsey, 
Barnworth, Crawford, and, in 
short, every other minister of the 
church do the same, or do as 
much with his congregation, and 
as much out of his private purse 
SB he feels he can afford. Come 
brethren, let us agree to do this 
for Christ and his cause. Get 
the matter started in solid cash, 
and the enthusiasm will follow 
naturally. Suppose we rouBe up 
all aloug the line. We have bad 
* '""K- K°od sleep and ought to 
be refreshed for the coming la- 
bor. We can accomplish all 
thing* by the power of Christ. 
Let the Sunday School likewise 
raise collections to be sent to 
the Convention. 

B. If. Bashor. 


osition: To get the mission I thip. 


Miami 'alley Items. 

After onr meetings at Louis- 
ville, Ohio, we wended our way 
to the Miami Valley to meet our 
weekly appointments. 

Our usual appointment last 
Saturday evening wiib at Little 
York, but they had given way 
for Philipeburg. 

Pbilipsburg is a little village in 
Montgomery county, and its post 
office name is Centre. There are 
several churches here. A mile 
from the (own is a large Conser- 
vative church with a strong con 
gregation. When I say strong, 
I mean numerically. 

This Conservative church be- 
came notorious in the days of 
long ago, when the district meet- 
ing was held that would not 
recognize the Dayton orgauiza 
tion, because certain elders did 
not do the work. 

Philipaburg is within about 
seven miles from Pittsburg, where 
the annual meeting of 1886 was 
held. 

So mnch was said about the 
"Progressives," and laws passed 
to kill their influence and growth 
in the church, that cariosity and 
a desire to hear more of this 
matter was aroused. And so 
time and again we were request- 
ed to come and preach. Until 
now we were enable to go. 

Here then under the very 
shadow of conservatism we held 
up the banner of the cross. We 
were kindly permitted to preach 
in the Christian church. 

On Saturday evening we were 
greeted with a crowded house. 
Of course we did not pleaae every 
one, in fact we never try to do 
that. Neither did we say any- 
thing disrespectful of the manner 
that other Christian people wor- 


We merely preacbei the gos- 
pel nnd denounced sin. There 
wert- some that thought my 
preaching * little personal, and 
so it was, as the Gospel ever is, 
to tho evil doer when his partic- 
ular faults are denounced. 

On Sunday morning we preach- 
ed at Little York, about nine 
milee distant from Philipaburg. 
Then after services we drove 
back for the afternoon meeting. 
We were again favored with a 
good congregation. 

Then in the evening again, we 
had an overflowing house. We 
were plied with questions as to 
the nature, work and extent ot 
oar organization. 

It is strange how rapidly the 
Brethren church has grown in 
the Vallev. At the time of tbe 
Dayton Convention there were 
but four weak little organiza- 
tions, nnd those confined to two 
counties. Now we have eight 
organizations in good working 
order, with a prospect of at least 
two more in the near future. 
We have now eix meeting houses 
and two more under contempla- 
tion, one of which is in actual 
progress of erection. 

During the lost year of our 
ministry to the churches in the 
Valley, we have baptized over 
one hundred persons. 

On the 22nd, we will hold three 
missionary services, when a col- 
lection will be taken up at each 
service for the benefit of the 
Ohio Mission fund. 

Miamisburg ia another mission 
point Of very great promise. 
There are so many families here 
that have made up their minds 
to unite with ua. 

We have yet about twenty ap- 
plicants for baptism, at the dif- 
ferent places where we preach, 
which we hope we shall have the 
pleasure of attending to before 
long. 

We are all looking forward to 
our Sunday School Convention 
with great anticipation. On last 
Tuesday afternoon we met with 
some of the young people to 
make preparations tor the oc- 
casion. We hope the Brethren 
will ao arrange it that they can 
attend tbe moat, if not all the 
time. 

That it is that progression 
progresses, in spite ot all obsta- 
cles. There have been two an 
nual meetings held by the Ger- 
man Baptists within tbe last 
four years, and yet for all the 
Brethren church still grows and 
prospers. 

Edward Masoh. 


and fertile valley otthe Eel river 
Onr brethren have no church 
house, bat notwithstanding thi* 
drawback we have a larger share 
of accessions so lar than all of 
the rest combined. At present 
we hold our services in the 
Christian (Campbellite) church. 
They have been very liberal 
with our people so far, and thie 
accounts for our brethren not 
having a church house of their 
own. But we are now trying to 
make arrangements for the erec- 
tiou of at least 2 houses. One in 
town and one north of town, 
about live miles. 

Next Thursday evening tho 
19tn, I begin a protracted meet- 
ing in the. town of Somerset. 
Thi* teems to be a very fertile 
field for the brethren. A little 
over five months ago we began 
there under adverse circa nistan- 
ces with five scattered members. 
Now we have between 50 and 60 
members and will soon have a 
church house of our own to 
worship in. 

I ask the bretliren and sisters 
everywhere to hold me up in 
their prayers that the word of 
the Lord may have free course 
and his name may be glorified. 

J. W. PlTZOBBALB. 

Roann, Ind. 


News Along the Line. 

The good cause here in the 
Roann Brethren church it mov- 
ing along nicely. At our regu- 
lar preaching services on Satur 
orday eve., when the usual invi- 
tation was given, two more 
precious ones cast their lot with 
the people of God. A brother 
by the name of Reed, and his 
wife. Thus was witnessed an- 
other one of those night baptis- 
mal scenes which used to follow 
the awakening discourses of the 
Apostle*. 

Roann is a town of about 
twelve or fifteen hundred inhab- 
itant*. It i* located iu tbe rich 


North Manchester, Ind. 

The cause of Christ is moving 
on and things eeem to be cheer- 
ful. We have been wonderful 
busy for tbe last two weeks. 
Prof. J. M. Snider has been con- 
ducting a singing class at the 
church and that with our regu- 
lar meetings has taken up every 
evening for a fortnight 

Sunday was a lively day for 
the Brethren charch at this place. 
Sabbath school at 9 ; 80, preach- 
ing at 11 o'clock. We extended 
an invitation and a brother of 
the German Baptist church 
joined with us. We received 
him into full fellowship with 
hand and salutation, after which 
we repaired to the waterside 
where lour precious souls were 
led into the bath of regeneration 
in the presence ot a vast con- 
course ot spectators. At four P. 
M. met again at the church tor 
song service, and 7 ; SO for 
preaching. Oar ministering 
brethren can have some idea of 
how we felt when we got home 
Sunday night. Physically ex- 
hausted, but spiritually strong. 
The Brethren of the North 
Manchester church are alive to 
the interest of the cause and to 
their credit is doe largely the suc- 
cess of the Brethren church at this 
place. We acknowledge a visit 
from Bro. J. A. Ridenonr recent- 
ly. He remained with us over 
Sunday and preached for ua It 
was a feast tor us to have some 
one preach and us to listen. Bro. 
James is an able minister, come 
again. 

Wm. W. Summies. 


Pern, Ind. 

I wrote thi* on my return from 
Linkville, Ind., where I filled my 
regular appointments. I found 
the charch alive. This church 
will have a communion on the 
6th of J une. Meetings will com- 
mence on Saturday the 4th, and 
be held over Sunday. An invita- 
tion is given to all tbe members. 
J. M. Fox. 






